REMARKS /ARGUMENTS 



Currently in the case, after amendment, claims 1-25 are 
pending while claims 10-12, 14 and 17-20 are "objected to" with 
claims 1-9, 13, 15 and 16 being rejected, claims 21 & 22 having 
not been rejected (and therefore, due to the status of claim 1 is 
believed to be "objected to" as set forth below) and new claims 
23-25 awaiting examination and believed to be allowable. 

This Amendment responds to the aforementioned Office Action, 
wherein the claims as originally presented were rejected under 
Title 35 of United States Code, §§102 & 103. The Examiner's 
remarks have been carefully considered and, in view of the cited 
art, the claims which have amended to more particularly point out 
the distinctly claimed what Applicants regard as the subject 
matter of this present invention, it is sincerely believed that 
the claims which remain in the instant case patentably 
distinguish over all the prior art references. It is 
respectfully requested that this Application be re-examined in 
view of the following remarks, that the rejections be withdrawn, 
and that allowable subject matter be identified. 

The points raised by the Examiner in the written office 
action will be responded to in the order they were discussed by 
the Examiner in the Office Action. 
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A copy of the Zakiev reference is supplied. This reference 
was acknowledged in related cases (including one by the Examiner 
in this case) and this reference was not deliberately witheld. 

Under the section headed "Double Patenting" the Examiner 
noted the similarities in claims 1-20 to claims 1-20 earlier 
filed. Attorney for Applicant has studied the claims which were 
(recently) finally allowed in Application No. 10/392,657 and the 
claims in the instant application have been amended so that they 
are unlike the claims in Application No. 10/392,657 either as 
filed or as allowed. 

With regard to the drawing changes, the comment as to Figure 
10 is believed to be a missing element, rather than the numeral 
63, which should be 65. The other changes have been made and are 
included as markups and replacement sheets. 

Next, on page 4, the Examiner rejected claim 1-6, 8, 9, 13, 
15 and 16 as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,975,714. 

All of the claims 1-20 have been amended and are believed to 
distinguish over Vetorino. 

Also on page 4, sandwitched between a statement of 3 5 U.S. 
C. §103 and a rejection of claim 7, is a statement about joint 
inventors. This case does not name joint inventors and it is 
believed that this paragraph in in error. 

As to claim 7, its dependency is also altered and it is too 
believed to be in condition for allowance. 
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CLAIMS 21 & 22 

Claims 21 and 22 were not rejected, and were originally 
dependent upon claim 1. Due to the lack of allowability of claim 
1 as originally submitted, is was assumed that claims 21 and 22 
were allowable subject to an "objected to" status. Consequently, 
these claims have been amended to independent form based upon 
this assumption. It is believed that claims 21 & 22, which have 
not been rejected, are in condition for allowance. 

New claims 23-25 depend from other claims in the case and 
are believed to be in condition for allowance both by dependency 
and in their own right. 

AGAIN, none of the claims remaining in the case are exactly 
like the claims in other cases. 

Attorney for applicant hopes that the submitted drawings 
amendments are accepted so that the formal drawings may be 
submitted with a response to the issue fee statement. 

The rejections under §§112, 102, & 103 having been 
explained, met and overcome, claims 2, 3, & 5 - 24 are currently 
in condition for allowance, and an indication of such is 
respectfully solicited. 

Applicant requests reconsideration and ultimate allowability 
of all aspects of the case, including all of claims 1-25. All 
of the remaining claims are allowable over the cited references. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone Applicant's Attorney at 
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the number below between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time, if such will advance this case. 

Dated: July 5, 2 004 

Tel. (562) 594-9784 
Fax. (562) 594-4414 
Docket: MAH-CIP2 



Respectfully submitted: 




Curt Harrington 
Registration Number 31,456 
Suite 250 

63 00 State University Drive 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
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